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St. Luxs IX. 11. 


And the people, when they brew i it, | followed pe 
Bim: and he received them, and ſoaks un- 
10 them of the hin dom of God, and healed 
e, that had Net Li bealng. 


EY N the egen at this Aegis we are in- 


5 


ner, qualified them for the work of their miniſtry, 
he ſent them to execute a commiſſion, exactly ſuited 


to the character and office of the Redeemer of man- 
| Kind, who ſent them; and worthy of the infinite 


goodneſs of God, in whoſe name they were ſent; a 
commiſſion to N the ki 'ngdom of God, and 10 2 
the Ack. 
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I 10 formed by the Evangeliſt, that Jeſus called 
895 bis twelve diſciples together, and gave tbem 
bo rer and authority i over all Devils, and to 
cure * ;ſeaſes ; and that having, in this wonderful man- 
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Tur Apoſtles, 8 doubting, but that their 
maſter, who had commanded them to do things ſo 
far above their own abilities, would enable them 
to perform his orders, departed, and went through 
the towns preaching the goſpel, and healing every 
where, Having now, probably for the firſt time, 
diſcharged both parts of this heavenly commiſſion, 
which was equally calculated to afford relief to the 
bodies and ſouls of men, they returned to Feſus, and 

Fold him all they had done. And he took them and went 
aſide privately into a deſart place, belonging to the city 
called Bethſaida; in order probably to lay before them, 
in the ſtilneſs of ſolitude and retirement, to what end 

both their teaching and their miracles were to be ulti- 
mately referred and directed. But the event, which he 

: undoubtedly foreſaw, ſhews that he had a further view 

in withdrawing himſelf ; and that he meant to Improve 

| his ſhort retreat from the croud, into an opportunity 

of inſtructing, not only his own. diſciples, but the 

| multitude alſo, which ſoon made a numerous audience 
about him in the deſart. For, the people, when they 
knew where he was, followed him. They were ſtruck 
at the ſuddenneſs of his departure, to whom they had 

| Juſt before attended with wonder and gladneſs, whilft 
they heard him heal, as never man ſpake, and ſaw 
him at the ſame time reſtore feet to the lame, and 
eyes to the blind. This ſenſible demonſtration of his 

having ſo compaſſionate a feeling and tenderneſs for 


T1 1 ̃⁵—Q— endo Bs —ͤu.NUt ! ( Wo ron, 
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thats eee atlas with an ability of curing 
diſeaſes, which no human ſkill could cure, fully con- 
vinced them that he acted by a divine Authority; and 


that he was moreover, from his own love toward them, 
deſirous to conduct them to that immortal life of hap- 


pineſs, which he had firſt brought to light with ſo 


much clearneſs. As ſoon therefore as they had diſ- 


covered where he was, they cagerly prefect aller: thei 
benevolent ſalutary Inſtructor. 5 


Jesvs knew, from what commendably motives they 


had thus unſeaſonably broken in upon him; he ſaw 

| they were in a fair teachable temper- of mind, and 

honeſtly impatient to be again inſtructed by him; 
and ſeeing this, he received them, as being bay pre- 
pared to hear again from him the glad tidings of ſal- 
vation: For to this end he came into the world, and to 
this all he ſaid or did was ſubordinate. Accordingly, 
be ſpake unto them of the kingdom of heaven; and to 
fix his inſtructions upon them more effeQually = 
freſh proofs of kindneſs, be healed oeh if them as bad z 


need of beali ng. 


WI are expreſsly informed L the ie Goſpel by Chriſt 7 
| himſelf, that be hath given as an Example, that we 


 foould do as he did to us: and ſo graciouſly did he adapt 


his Example to our wants and weakneſſes, that if we 


meditate, as we ought, upon the plain reaſons, and ob- 
vious circumſtances of his conduct in almoſt every part 


and incident of his miniſtry ; we may, even in thoſe 
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mn inſtances, where we cannot Ane fol- 
low his ſteps, be furniſhed with ſome practical admo- 
nition, to guide and order our own. For every action 


of bis, being uniformly directed to one and the ſame 


deſign of making men wiſe unto ſalvation, either places 
ſome moral truth in a light, in which we had not before 
| conſidered it; or familiarly points out to us the pro- 
pereſt time and manner of laying the truths of religion 
before the mind. Now this, in the affair of religious 
; inſtruction, is a conſideration of the utmoſt conſe- | 
quence : for moral and religious truths, having a cloſe 
connection with our happineſs, and being fitted to 
govern and reſtrain our actions, our affections are al- 
ways ſtrongly intereſted for or againſt them ; and 
their influence greatly depends upon the diſpoſition 


we are in, when they are propoſed to us, and the 
ſeaſon and manner of propoſing them. 


The heart then mat be warmed, and the aff:Qions g 


engaged on the ſide of virtue and religion, before the 


tight of ſuch truths will ſtrike upon the underſtanding 


with a proper force. But when the Chriſtian inſtruc- 


tor hath gained this principal. point ; it will be his 


own fault, if he doth not gradually lead on the mind 
to further degrees of religious improvements. For 
Want of obſerving theſe precautions, or from our 
not "ſufficiently improving the advantage we have 


gained by obſerving them, our moſt cogent argu- 


ments, upon the moſt, momentous truths and duties 
of Er are too often urged with little or no 


ſuc- 


at ST.Lav RB? NcE 8 Ren, London. 7 
80 N our « biſt-debgved charities, n whey 

have ſoftened and compoſed the temper of the ne 
relieved, into that ſerious frame, which fits them 

for being wrought upon by religious inſtruction, 
not being carried on to operate in the full extent 

of their moral efficacy, ſtop ſhort of producing 
their moſt beneficial effects, and Ne not their 1 
work. | 


Tux text ſupplies us with a pertinent inſtance to 
illuſtrate, what I have been obſerving in general; and 1 
the illuſtration will not only lead me to make ſome it 

reflections, particularly ſuitable to the deſign of this Nn 

Solemnity, but will perhaps ſuggeſt to us one of the 'W 

| moſt effectual methods of doing the moſt ſubſtantial— --- 
laſting good. With this view it is my preſent inten- 

tion to conſider, how advantageouſly chriſtian in- 

ſtruction ſtands connected with this humane, this . . i 

5 chriſtian Fans: of charity. „ . Y | 


Now in the text, you find our Saviour bimſelf do- . 
ing, what he commanded and empowered his apoſtles 
to do, viz. ſpeaking of the kingdom of God, and healing 
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| thoſe that had need of healing : It may not be improper ; 
here to remind you, that by the kingdom of God, of 1 
which Jefus ſpake, we are to underſtand that di/penſa- | 
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tion of grace and truth through Jeſus Chriſt, into which 
we were all baptized ;—that revelation of the in- 
finite goodneſs of God towards mankind, which we 


all profeſs to e ; and Which certainly requires 
Fc 
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that- Py to 11 in us, We ch was in Jas en e 
be * them, that had need of beali ng 
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7 tion can be drawn for our own uſe from the-pat- 
tern of our Saviour, as he here exhibits himſelf to us, 


teaching with an infallible wiſdom, and recommend- 


ing what he taught, by miracles of beneficence ?— 


One important leſſon it plainly and forcibly inculcates 


by the weight and authority of an example, which 


can neither deceive nor miſguide us; that a religion 


founded in the love of God to man, and, in every. 


part of it, deſigned to promote mutual love amongſt 


| © men, ought to be recommended, and is ever moſt 


effectually recommended, by acts of kindneſs. For 
you find that he, who had all power, employed 


none to enforce his doctrine, but that which was ex- 
erted by him in the moſt aſtoniſhing works of tender- 


neſs and compaſſion. | And, by ſuch an exertion of 
His power as this, he demonſtrated it to be derived 


from the Author of all goodneſs, as well as the Source of 
all power. Notwithſtanding therefore, we cannot copy 


the miracles, we can imitate, and are by Chriſt com- 
manded to imitate that ſpirit of benevolence, which 
conſtituted the real moral excellence of all his mi- 
racles, and rendered them fit to anſwer the nn : 

N for which they were wrought by him, 


 FourTHER, amidſt the various 1 that are 


perpetually introducing various ſcenes of diſtreſs, and 
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cen us d different objects of miſery 'and af. 
fliction, which. both aſk and merit our relief, is it a 
direction of no uſe or conſequence to be taught by the 
very miracles of our Saviour, that he was moſt ſolicitous 
to reſtore eaſe and health to the diſeaſed ; that is, to 
thoſe very objects of compaſſion, for whoſe benefit 
infirmaries are erected ? When we read his miraculons 
eures, conſtantly bearing teſtimony to the wards of 
eternal life, are we not admoniſhed, that the redemp- 
tion he provided for us, took in the whole of man; 
and that by the working of the ſame mighty power, 
which delivered the body from all manner of diſeaſes, 
he could, at the appointed ſeaſon, as eaſily reſcue it 
from the grave, and cloath it with immortality ? Are 
we not therefore ſtrictly and literally exhorted by the 
pattern exhibited to us in the text, as wwe have opportu- 
nity to do good unto all men, in a ſimilar manner, and to 
the ſame end that he did; making bodily cures the 
means and occaſions of that chriſtian charity to the 
ſouls of men, the benefit of which may, like the ſoul 
itſelf, laſt forever, und be gratefully felt and acknow- 
longed thfough : an eternity of happineſs ? POET, 


Lx r us now * a more diſtinet view of the pecu- 
5 liar excellence of that charity, which we are aſſembled 
to promote, as founded in the trueſt principles of hu- 


manity, and ſubſervient to the moſt benefiterit purpoſes 
of religion. $9 


JET How 
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that-mind to be in us, which was in 72 Chrif, when 
he healed them, that had need of healing. 


PERHAPS it will be faid, —What practical direc- 
tion can be drawn for our own uſe from the pat- 


tern of our Saviour, as he here exhibits himſelf to us, 


teaching with an infallible wiſdom, and recommend- 
ing what he taught, by miracles of beneficence ?— 


One important leflon it plainly and forcibly lncoleates 
by the weight and authority of an example, which 


can neither deceive nor miſguide us; that a religion 
founded in the love of God to man, and, in every 


part of it, deſigned to promote mutual love amongſt 
men, ought to be recommended, and is ever moſt 
effectually recommended, by acts of kindneſs. For 
you find that he, who had all power, employed 
none to enforce his doctrine, but that which was ex- 
erted by him in the moſt aſtoniſhing works of tender- 
neſs and compaſſion, And, by ſuch an exertion of 
his power as this, he demonſtrated it to be derived 


from the Author of all goodneſs, as well as the Source of 


all power. Notwithſtanding therefore, we cannot copy 
the miracles, we can imitate, and are by Chriſt com- 
manded to imitate that ſpirit of benevolence, which 


conſtituted the real moral excellence of all his mi- 


Tacles, and rendered them fit to anſwer the purpoſe, 
for which they were wrought by him, 


FURTHER, 19848 the various calamities, that are 
| perpetually introducing various ſcenes of diſtreſs, and 
| pre- 


88 7 ᷣW— . CEC 


* * —— * 2 ** 


at ST. Launuxce: «CHURCH, Lenden. "OY 


TI „ K 


— 


en us with en objects of TY and af. 
fliction, which both aſk and merit our relief, is it a 
direction of no uſe or conſequence to be taught by the 
very miracles of our Saviour, that he was moſt ſolicitous 
to reſtore eaſe and health to the diſeaſed ; that is, to 
thoſe very objects of compaſſion, for whoſe benefit 
infirmaries are erected ? When we read his miraculous 
eures, conſtantly bearing teſtimony to the words of 
eternal life, are we not admoniſhed, that the redemp- 
tion he provided for us, took in the whole of man; 
and that by the working of the ſame mighty power, 
which delivered the body from all manner of diſeaſes, 
he could, at the appointed ſeaſon, as eaſily reſcue it 
from the grave, and cloath it with immortality ? Are 
we not therefore ſtrictly and literally exhorted by the 
. pattern exhibited to us in the text, as we have opportu- 
nity to do good unto all men, in a fimilar manner, and to 
the ſame end that he did; making bodily cures the 
means and occaſions of that chriſtian Charity to the 
| ſouls of men, the benefit of which may, like the ſoul | 
itſelf, laſt for ever, and be gratefully felt and acknow- 
ledged through an — of happineſs | . 


Lx r us now take a more diſtin view of the pecu- 1 
liar excellence of that charity, which we are aſſembled 3 
to promote, as founded in the trueſt principles of hu- 
manity, and ſubſervient to the moſt beneficent purpoſes 
of religion. 

How 
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How peculiarly excellent this branch of charity is, 
we ſhall neither ſenſibly feel, nor be with a ſufficient 
warmth of conviction incited to the exerciſe of it; un- 


leſs we firſt conſider and examine the nature and n 5 


quences of thoſe calamities, under which the ſick ne- 
ceſſitous ſufferers would ſink without hope or remedy, 
if they had no houſe of medicine, See, and cha- 


. to reſort to. 


Tuls moral conſideration of pain and Gekacks 


will ſet before us a melancholy affecting ſubject, 


which, in the day of health and eaſe, we ſtudi- 


ouſly baniſh from our thoughts; tho' it is never 
more proper to be frequently and ſeriouſly meditated 
upon by us, than when it ſeems to lie at the greateſt 


diſtance from us: For theſe calamities may ſuddenly, 


and without any previous warning, overtake us at once, 
and multitudes are every day ſurpriſed by theſe trying 
viſitations of Providence, from a thouſand unforeſeen 
accidents, when they leaſt expected them. We ſhould 
therefore be prepared beforehand to meet them, 
whenever they befal us; that we may behave under 
them like men whoſe confidence is founded upon the 


ſupreme Director of all events, and whoſe hopes are 


fixed upon a better world, that lies beyond the reach of 


accidents and misfortunes, and from which pain and : 
i ſotrow a are for ever excluded. 3 


But 


at By. Lavnznce aun London, 11 
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at an theſe idee which reden beſet 
us, thus numerous? and can prudence ſupply us 
with no precaution, that may in ſome meaſure arm 
and guard us againſt them: Perhaps it can; 
and a bare mention of the general cauſes and occaſions 
of all of them, will inform you, what that guard and 
protection is, and from whence alone we can have it. 
Now Pain and Sickneſs are the neceſſary portion and 
lot of mortality, and, by the appointment of Provi- it 
dence, ariſe unavoidably from the preſent ſtate and I 
condition of our being. From theſe therefore in ge- = 4x 
neral, even the beſt men have no exemption : but 1 
pain and ſickneſs may be precipitately hurried on upon — 
us by ourſelves, and when they are thus hurried on, TD 
they become the proper effects and juſt puniſhments 
of our own follies or vices, which were the imme- 
diate occaſions of them. Againſt this part of our 
danger, a life of Virtue is a ſure defence: and when- 
ever a good man is afflicted with any of thoſe diſor- - h 
ders, to which all men are liable, the ſeverity of it is Ff 
mitigated, and the burden lightened, by the patience 
and chearfulneſs, with which he is enabled to bear il 
whatever God appoints him to ſuffer. For a conſcience 0 
woid of offence is a continual feaſt to bim; and the con- — 
ſolations of the goſpel raiſe and refreſh his ſpirit with —_ I! 
a full aſſurance of approaching happineſs. And can f | 
we aſk or want a more powerful incitement than this, 
to perſevere 1 in a courſe of virtue, or can there be a it 
more convincing proof of the truth of religion Eo 1 il | 


C IxDEED| 
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rk fickneſs, if a we conſider | it as we ought, 


Fe harſheſt and LAY grievous circhrtifidiibes of it, 
the mercy and goodneſs of God leading us to repen- 
tance, by this wholſome correction. For doth it 
not, by enfeebling the body, ſo ſenſibly remind us of 
our latter end, as almoſt to force us upon the wiſdom. 

of conſidering it? Doth it not deliver us from temp- 
tation, by defiroying « our reliſh for the gratifications,. 
which ſeduce us? Muſt we not ſuppoſe that mind. 
to be paſt feeling the difference between good. and 
evil, and totally regardleſs of futurity, upon which 
no change is wr ought by fo efficacious a remedy ? On. 
the contrary, do we not find that it often reforms. 
thoſe, whom nothing elſe could. reform ; that it. 
brings the thoughtleſs to reflect, the diſſolute to be 
ſerious, and even the miſer to be charitable 6 


Now in 1 8 laſt hour of trial, "through Which all 
of us muſt ſooner or later paſs, when no external 
help, that power can command, er riches purchaſe, 
affords either eaſe or comfort, the truths and duties, 
the promiſes and threatnings of religion, may, with. 
the faireſt proſpect of ſucceſs, be urged. home upon 
the greateſt of the children of men. And when the. 
poor man lyeth upon the bed of languiſhing, and 
| hath nothing before him in the life that now. is, but a 
gloomy 


— 
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. — of want and wretchednoſs to explain 
to him the doctrine of ſalvation, and refreſh him 
with the certain hope of better things in the life that 
75 fo come, is, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, healing him that is 
broken in heart: It is indeed an act of humanity no 


leſs reaſonable and neceſſary, than giving hum n medi. 
eine to heal his Helneſß. 


F ROM 1 ſuch an excrcifo of compatſion! towards the 
| Indigent, ſinking under the double weight, of a diſor- 
dered body and deſponding mind, INFiRMARIEs de- 
rive their peculiar utility and diſtinguiſhing recom- 
mendation: and compaſſion ſo enlarged, as to take in 
the preſent eaſe and future happineſs of the patients, 
acquires all that moral worth, which compleats the 
_ amiable idea of chriſtian charity. Compaſſion is in- 
deed in itſelf the tendereſt and moſt endearing affec- _ 
tion of the human mind; and, in the preſent ſtate, 
one of the moſt neceſſary of all our ſocial feelings. 
By it the happy and unhappy are reciprocally linked 
and recommended to each other, by acts of mercy 
and returns of gratitude, Without it, that exquiſite | 
ſatisfaction which we enjoy, by applying our wealth | 
or power to the ſupport or the relief of the necefli- 5 
tous, would be totally loſt, as we ſhould have no re- 1 
liſh for ſuch a ſatisfaction. On the other hand, even 8 
the ordinary calamities of life, meeting with no pity, 
and conſequently with no aſſiſtance from others, would 
become a burden too "Oy for us to bear. But by the 
C2 215 means 
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we are it 


no virtue in us. To make an act of compaſſion a gl 
per act of virtue, it muſt be an act of our reaſon, 
freely and deliberately exerted from a ſenſe of duty; 
for God, who endued us with this ſocial affection, 
endued us alſo with reafon, to guide us in the exerciſe 
of it, and to ſuit and proportion the relief to the na- 
ture of the diſtreſs, and to the ſituation and circum- 


means of this Healing painful puke of courſe 
adopt, and Bear, and eaſe one another” s ORF dens. 1 


Bor it ſho 


Id be AE] that to act merely as 
5 to act, by this delightful impulſe, i 


ſtances of the perſon who labours under it. Now as 


this ſenſibility of heart extends itſelf more or leſs thro? 
the whole of human kind, and keeps ſome hold even 
upon the breaſt of a ſavage; however trained up and 
habituated to acts of barbarity ; whence could we 
have this ſtrong, this uniform propenfity, which no 
perverſe efforts of our's can totally eradicate, but from 
the author of our being? He alone could, by the ori- 
ginal law of union, that connects a rational ſoul to a 


mortal body, thus ſubject us to the feelings of huma- 
nity ; or implant in our very frame this familiar con- 


vincing proof of his own infinite goodneſs and com- 
paſſion towards the children of men. Theſe compaſ- 
ſionate feelings, therefore, are as expreſs a declaration 
of his will, how he expects us to behave towards a 
fellow- creature in miſery, as if he had declared it by 


a voice from heaven. He hath moreover, in fact, ſo 
declared it : and leſt we. ſhould not attend to his 


vil, 


n 


at Sr. Lauszver -Cnvnen, London, 


A, 


will, has inwardly manifeſted to us, T5 bath ſo- 
emnly promulged it in his goſpel: for human nature 
and the goſpel, proceeding from one and the ſame 
author, breathe one and the ſame ſpirit, and inculcate 
one and the fame leſſon of brotherly_ kindneſs ard 
compaſſion : fo that even the irreligious man, who 
affects to ſet the Goſpel at nought, cannot violate the 
law of Chriſt by any inſtance of cruelty, but he muſt, 
at the ſame time, a& in contradiction to the law of 
humanity written in his heart: and in conſequence of 
this double proviſion made by God in favour of the 
afflicted, even in an age when iniquity abounds, 
works of charity and inſtances 1 en may 
abound alſo. 


Bor mere humanity, notwithſtanding all the 
warmth and tenderneſs with which it ſollicits us to 
remove the pains, and ſupply the wants of our bre- 
| thren on this fide the grave, drops all concern for 
them, when they are once laid in that bed of tranquil- 
lity. All that lies beyond it, being wrapt up in an 
| impenetrable obſcurity by the ſhadow of death, is 
| conſidered as a land of darkneſs, where all things are 
forgotten, and where the weary are at reſt from their 
labours. But chriſtianity throws new light upon this 
unknown, unregarded part of our exiſtence ; and 
bow awful is the ſcene it diſcloſes to us? An eternity | 
of happineſs or miſery committed to our choice, and 
depending upon our behaviour, during our ſhort /- 
fourning here on earth, 
6 IM 


Thr 3 of God 3 us being ſo diſ- 
tinctly revealed from heaven, would ſtrike us with 
terror at the apprehenſion of our having an intereſt 
of ſuch infinite conſequence at ſtake, if the ſame re- 
velation had not alſo told us, by the ſame authority, 
that God ſo loved the world, that be gave his only be- 

gotten Son, that all who believe in him, ſhould not pe- 

riſh, but have everlaſting life. This gracious decla- 
ration is not more calculated to diſpel our dread, than 
to enlarge our humanity: and the command, which 
immediately follows this declaration, that if God fo 
loved us, we ought alſo to love one another, is an ex- 
preſs injunction to us, to carry our concern for the 
well- being of our fellow-creatures beyond the limits 
of this momentary life, which is as nothing, compared 
with the Gays of mr. 


F. OR to the eye of reaſon, un by ſo clear a 
proſpect of futurity, and fully informed of that end- 
leſs ſtate of exiſtence, for which we are all alike de- 
ſtined, and all alike called upon to prepare, a man ſtu- 
pified by a lethargy, or raging in a delirium, does not 
more truly appear to be an object of pity, than he 
"whoſe conſcience is paſt feeling the difference between 
good and evil, and whoſe whole mind is diſtracted 
and inflamed by outrageous paſſions and appetites, 
that are inceſſantly hurrying him into new ſcenes of 
aguilt and anguiſh; and zreaſuring up for him wrath 
againſt the day of wrath, and-revelation of the Alte 
"24s judgment of God. 
| 4 | ——T 
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Bur no character is thus deplorably abandoned at 
once: there are intervals of ſeriouſneſs in the courſe 
of every man's life; and :, the things that belong to his 
peace, are, in thoſe favourable moments, laid before 
him, they will touch him the more ſenſibly, becauſe 
he ſees them in a more affecting point of view, from 
having experienced the folly of ſhutting his eyes 
againſt them. Now if we are actuated by a chriſtian 
| fpirit, we ſhall. diligently ſeek thoſe opportunities of 
doing good; and if we deſire to be merciful, as our 
Father who is in heaven is merciful, we ſhall joyfully 
embrace them, as often as they preſent and offer them- 
ſelves. to us. 


SickNess, as 1 e before obſerved at large, | 
ever a ſeaſon of recollection; wholſome council bh 
advice, therefore, ſhould concur with this inſtructibe 
ä providential warning, But the ſickneſs of a poor 

m.man, uſually. drawing after it a want not only of all. 
the comforts, but even of the neceſſaries of life, 1 is ſtill. 
more afflicting, and conſequently operates upon the 
mind more forcibly. Now when he feels how rea- 
dily his neceſſities are ſupplied, and his infirmities 
cured, by the aid of the compaſſionate, he is of 
courſe touched with the livelieſt emotions of orati- 
tude; and gratitude, under ſuch circumſtances, if a 
right direction be given to it, of itſelf becomes a fixed: 
principle of good reſolutions. and ee Improve. 
ments. 


N Er 


bo ® is * mw. 
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I MusT again remind you, that every genuine 


affection of human nature, from whatever cauſes it 
may be gradually and imperceptibly formed in us, 
ought to be conſidered by us, as reſulting from His 


will, who gave us that nature. Now the proper 


workings of that affection, which we tile gratitude, 


declare the gracious intention, with which God diſ- 


1 us to be thus affected. 


Com Ass rox, as I have juſt been remarking, is 


an exquiſitely tender ſenſation : whereas it is the p. 

culie property of gratitude, 7. e. of love towards I 
benefactor, excited by a quick ſenſe of favours re- 
ceived, to be peculiarly warm and active. Accord- 
ingly it urges and quickens the mind, with a ſtrong 
energy, to expreſs the ſincerity of that ſenſe, by every 
method of acknowledging the kindneſs, which we 


think will be moſt acceptable to the beſtower of it. 
That ſenſe ſo expreſſed towards an earthly benefactor, 


inclines him to repeat his kindneſs with more readi- 
neſs and pleaſure : and ſuitable returns of gratitude 


on our part towards God, render us fit objects of his 


favour and goodneſs, and qualify us to receive from 
him till more abundant bleſfings. 5 . 


Now 1 every benefactor jy proportionably 

entitled to our gratitude, God is the great primary 
object of this affection: and the whole of religion 

may be reſolved into this principle: for the ſeveral 
| duties 


at ST. Lauzencs'sCyvrcn, Lenden. 19 


duties of religion, are but ſo many different expreſ- 


fions of that gratitude which we owe to God. In- 
deed it is from this ſupreme benefactor, that we con- 
tinually receive life, and breath, and all things. He 
is in truth the original author even of thoſe bleſſings, 
which are conveyed to us through the hands of earthly 

benefactors; fince it is he that both enables and diſ- 
poſes them to be thus beneficent ; and it is from him 


that we derive the capacity of enjoying any benefit, 1 


by whatever inſtrument it 18 reached out to us. 


| AccorDINGLY. the human e's is ſo e 


ttnat upon any ſignal unexpected deliverance, it prompts 


us by a kind of inſtinctive piety, to pay our religi- 
ous acknowledgment to God; and though the per- 
ſon, who was the immediate agent in effecting that 
deliverance, is actually ſtanding by us, our eyes and 
thoughts are naturally lifted up unto the heavens, as 
the place from whence our help came. Thus, when 
you give alms to a poor man, who is a real object of 
charity, does he not of courſe expreſs his thankful- 
neſs to you, by thanking God who put it into your 
heart to have compaſſion upon him, and by praying 
God to bleſs you in return? This may be, and with- 
out doubt too often is, the mere cant of hypocriſy, 
but it is in truth the language of nature; and the hy- 


pocrite himſelf uſes it as ſuch, to deceive you more 


mi 


Can we e then gains I had almoſt laid uncha- 5 
ritably, ſurmiſe, that the patients in INFIRMARIES, 
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who are under the ſtrongeſt obligations t to > be ae 
both to God and man, will not be wrought upon, as 
other men are, by the known ſtated influence of 
gratitude? Can we ſuſpect that they will be averſe 
to be inſtructed in their duty, or not likely to profit 


by ſuch inſtruction? The moral effects of ſickneſs it- 
ſelf, which have been diſtinctly conſidered in the for- 


mer part of this diſcourſe, and the cures that are 


actually performing upon them, leave no room for 
this harſh ſuſpicion. Experience contradicts it, and 
the examples which ſacred writ hath recorded for our 
admonition in this reſpect, forbid it, Of theſe it will 
be ſufficient to cite two; the firſt of which 1 is thus 
related 7 the inſpired hiſtorian : 5 


«As Jeſus entered into a certain village, there met 


C him ten men that were lepers, which ſtood afar off: 


and they lifted up their VOICES, and ſaid, Jeſus, ma- 


e ſter, have mercy on us. And when he ſaw them, 


— a 


he ſaid unto them, Go, ſhew yourſelves unto the 
prieſts; and it came to paſs, that as they went they 2 
were cleanſed: and one of them, when he ſaw 
that he was healed, turned back, Uta with a loud 


* 


X 


* 


0 


voice glorified God, and fell down on his face, 


« giving him thanks, and he was a Samaritan : and 
Jeſus anſwered, and ſaid, Were there not ten clean- 
ted, but where are the nine?“ 


* 5 


Tus other caſe is not leſs pertinent, or leſs re- 
markable: Peter and John were going into the 
** temple at the hour of prayer, and a certain man, 

& © lame 
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<«< lame from his mother's womb, who was daily laid 
ee at the gate of the temple, ſeeing Peter and John 
about to go into the temple, aſked an alms. Peter 


have give I thee: In the name of Jeſus of Naza- 
é reth, riſe up and walk. And he took him by his 
* right-hand, and lift him up; and immediately his 
feet and ancle-bones received ſtrength, and he leap- 


1 theſe inſtances not be ſufficient to ſatisfy 
you, that gratitude, in a fimilar caſe, notwithſtanding 
the cure is effected by the ordinary help of medicine, 
operates in a ſimilar manner, viſit the LONDON- 
HOSPITAL. There you may meet with a mul- 


titude of living witneſſes, who will exemplify the 


truth of the obſervation. You will ſee how joyful, : 


how earneſt the patients are to receive the religious 
inſtruction, that is regularly offered to them. And if 


what you yourſelves ſee and hear, determines you to 
contribute towards ſo excellent a ſcheme of charity, 
you will from thenceforward be able to gratify your 


= mind with this delightful reflection; that by thus ap- 


plying a ſmall portion of your abundance. which of 
Itſelf can add nothing to your own happineſs, you are 
conſtantly inſtrumental in beſtowing true happineſs 
upon a ſucceſſion of miſerable objects, reſtoring many 


to health, and turning many to righteouſneſs. 
D 2 2 IT 


ſaid, Silver and gold have I none, but ſuch as I 


ing up ſtood and walked, and entered with them 


into the temple, * and 2 and . : 
r | 
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I is then evident from the natural energy and 
working of thoſe principles, which, by the ap- 
pointment of God, have a moſt powerful influence 
over the mind of man, that InriRMARI1Es are pecu- 
liarly fitted to be made ſubſervient to the purpoſes of 
true religion; and certainly, at this juncture more 
eſpecially, there are urgent reaſons for cultivating this 


ſubſerviency, and carrying on this > work to its 
88 ſtate of perfection. L 


4- HAVE before ken notice 0 a fact, worthy of 
our moſt ſerious attention, and verified by conſtant 
experience, that a great number of thoſe diſeaſes and 
calamities, which compoſe the long melancholy liſt 
of human miſeries, are violently and prematurely hur- 
ried on upon the guilty ſufferers by their own follies 
and vices. In proportion therefore as immorality 


ſpreads and grows more prevalent, diſeaſes of the moſt 
| loathſome and deſtructive kind, muſt be, in the ſtated 


courſe of cauſes and effects, multiplied. In conſe- 
quence of this connection between ſin, diſeaſes, and 
death, the fame profligacy which waſteth the ſub- 
ſtance, and impairs the ſtrength of individuals, doth 
likewiſe diſturb the order of ſociety, and weaken 
the vigour of government; and, in an age that is al- 
lowed to be remarkably corrupt and licentious, Ix IR- 
MARIES will, and cannot but be filled faſter than the 
liberal hand of charity can raiſe or enlarge them. 


— 
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I Do not mention this unhappy ſource of pain, of 


ſickneſs, and of indigence, in order to abate your 
compaſſion for any of the miſerable objects, in whoſe 

behalf I am now imploring your aſſiſtance. Their 
_ preſent diſtreſs, from whatever cauſe it proceeded, is. 
too certain to be queſtioned, too pitiable not to be re- 


lieved : and it would ill become ſuch obnoxious crea- 


tures as we are, to be extreme to mark what is amiſs, 


and, eſpecially whilſt we are recommending mercy, to 


examine real wretchedneſs with rigour and ſeverity. 


Bur in this place, and upon this occaſion, I can- 
not paſs over in ſilence an evil, the complaint of 
which is loud and univerſal ; that a ſpirit of licenti- 
ouſneſs hath infected the minds, and corrupted the 


morals of the common people in this metropolis, be- 


| yond the degree and meaſure of former times. The 


fact cannot be diſputed ; and I am ſorry it is ſo dif- 


yy to remedy this evil, and fo eaſy to account for 
The principal cauſe of it is obvious; and naming 
3 cauſe will ſhew from what quarter the moſt ef- 
fectual remedy might be had, and ought to come. 
For in this great city every temptation to vice preſents 


itſelf, in every ſhape that is moft engaging, and moſt 
pernicious. Thoſe of the loweſt rank are often wit- 
neſſes to what is done by thoſe in the higheſt ; and 
being more prone to imitate what is bad, than what 
is good in their ſuperiors, when they have been once 


ſeduced and encouraged by their example to break 
looſe 
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looſe from the reſtraints of ſhame, and the awe of 
authority, they uſually plunge themſelves into the 


moſt deſtructive vices with a ſavage Impetuolity, and 


commit all uncleanneſs with greedineſs, 


A MISCHIEF fo dreadful in its effects, calls upon every 


one, without diſtinction, to aſſiſt in checking it; and it 
may, to ſome degree, be checked, in a ſoft prevailing 
manner, by oppoſing to it the religious influence of this 


charity: 


and to what nobler purpoſe can this influ- 


e ence be applied in the ſervice of the public, than that 


themſelves moſt nearly concerned, 
bleſſing that is vouchſafed to them. 


of reclaiming the profligate, inſtructing the ignorant, 


and confirming the well-diſpoſed in the belief and 
practice of the truth as it is in Jeſus Chriſt ? Or what 
other branch of charity is there, which affords us ſo 
advantageous an opportunity of doing this ſubſtantial 


good to the moſt diſtreſſed of our fellow-chriſtians 


and fellow-ſubjects? Where, but within the walls of 


an INFIRMARY, could this neceſſary wholſome in- 
ſtruction be tender'd to numbers at once, in the moſt 
critical ſeaſon of ſeriouſneſs and recollection, Which 


perhaps is the only ſeaſon, when many of them would 


not turn a deaf ear to ſuch an inſtructor ? 


 InpeeD they who are e relieved by this charity, are 
to improve the 
This will and 
muſt chiefly depend upon themſelves. If their own 
vicious exceſſes and debaucheries brought upon them 
the e for which chriſtian ny hath pro- 

4 vided 
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vided as good a remedy as wealth itſelf can purchaſe; 
(and if this be their caſe, they themſelves muſt know 


it); they have learned from fad experience, what 


are the fruits of fin ; they have alſo been admoniſhed, 
that the end to which ſin. unrepented of leads, is not 


only that death, from which they have for the preſent 


been reſcued by the help of other-men's humanity ; 
but that death eternal, from which nothing can de- 
liver them, but their own thorough. reformation of 


life and manners. Such a reformation will make the 


pains and fickneſs, under which they fo lately lan- 


guiſhed as men without hope, become the providentia! 


means of their receiving a benefit of far greater value 
than health, or even life itſelf, Without ſach a re- 
formation, the bleſſing beſtowed upon them will ag- 


gravate their guilt, and increaſe their puniſhment. 


Let them therefore remember, and lay to heart, this 


ſhort admonition, that, when they are ſent away whole 


from this houſe of medicine and inſtruction, what our 
Saviour once ſaid to the man whom he had miracu- 
louſly cured, he in effect ſays to each of theſe pa- 


tients, © Go thy way, ſin no more, leſt a worſe thing 
hs © happen unto thee.” | 


Ir may with juſt . be expected, that inſtrue- 
tion thus ſeaſonably tender'd to the patients, will be no 
leſs ſucceſsful in many inſtances, than the medicine that 


| healed them: and I am perſuaded that numbers, who 
were a burden to lociety, daily come out of Ir IRI A- 


R1Es ſound both in mind and body; and, in the future 


courſe | 
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canal of their cine act their part as aſeful members 


of the community: for religion, ſo far as the rules of 


it are followed, will guard and complete the cure, 
which the phyſic of charity hath wrought. This 
godlike exerciſe of benevolence, opens to us the true 
nature, and exhibits, as it were to our very ſenſes, the 


lovely form of chriſtian charity, which is a never- fail- 


ing ſource of er un virtue, and divme comfort. 


N ow for nar own ſakes, we thould be Sh that 
our good actions are not deſtitute of that eſſential 
qualification which conſtitutes their moral worth in 


the ſight of God. For even works of charity, if in 


performing them we ſeek the praiſe of men, or if we 


are excited to them by a mere impulſe of compaſſion, 
without having God, or the will of God, in all our 
thoughts, however beneficial they may be to others, 


they will, in the final ſue of things, prof us no- 


* 


Tarr conduct of our Saviour, as -extilbites to us TE 


the text, naturally led me into that train of reflec- 
tions, which I-have been purſuing : and if we medi- 
tate, as we ought, upon the manner in which Chriſt 
recommended to the world the religion he came 
down from heaven to promulge, engaging men to 

embrace it by no act of power but what was exerted 

in miracles of kindneſs; if we conſider further, that 
he preſcribed to all Wunkind univerſal benevolence, as 


the fundamental law of his goſpel, are we not ſhocked 
T at 


2 


— 
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at t the folly and ingratitude of thts; hon whilſt they 
enjoy the light and benefit of revelation, labour to de- 
preciate the wiſdom and goodneſs of God, who vouch- 
fafed it to us: and affect to ſet up benevolence, as of 
itſelf ſufficient to anſwer all the purpoſes of human 
virtue, and ſocial happineſs: when it is certain, from 
1 experience of all ages and countries, that thoſe 
motives only, by which revelation ſtrengthens and en- 
| larges it, can make benevolence a compleat ſteady 7 
principle of action, adequate to all the wants, and 


commenſurate to the exiſtence, of a weak immortal 
creature. — ke 


Can we, on the other hand, avoid expreſſing a 

juſt indignation at the wickedneſs of propagating ſuch 

a religion as this, by methods repugnant to the cleareſt 
dictates of humanity? Can we enough deteſt the un |} 
feeling hypocriſy of thoſe, who pretend to ſhew their 1 
tenderneſs and compaſſion for the ſouls of men, by 
; affliting and torturing their bodies? | 


Bur we have not 4 learned Chrift; and that plan 
| of charity, which we are now aſſembled to promote, is 
a demonſtration, to how much better purpoſe we have | 
ſtudied him. The arguments, by which I have en- Eo. 1 
deavoured to explain the diſtinguiſhing character and | 
extent of this branch of charity, which owes its very —_ 
_ exiſtence to chriſtianity, are drawn from the example | 
of Chriſt himſelf, and they are ſupported and enforced 
by the whole tenor of his goſpel. Arguments founded 
E . in 
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in ſuch ertitiptes, are and muſt be alike applicable 
to every INFIRMARY, where religious inſtruction and 


medicine are jointly adminiſtered, in imitation of the 


pattern which Chriſt hath ſet us; and in conformity 


to that Spirit, by which he requires us to govern our 


intention, and regvinte the exerciſe of o our end 


Bor the very name of the Ls ND 0O NH o SPITAL, 
and the deſtination of it, offer to our thoughts one 


conſideration, which ſets the particular utility and 
importance of ſuch an INFiRMARY, in a moſt affect- 
ing light. From the prodigious number of inhabitants 
that ſwarm in this vaſt city, there naturally ariſes a 


conſequence of a very ſingular kind, that thoſe, who 


moſt want aſſiſtance, and ſeem to be always within 
reach of it, are furtheſt removed from the chance of ; 
having it. For in this immenſe neighbourhood, into 
which all ranks and orders of men are promiſcuouſly 
_ crowded, that intercourſe of acquaintance, which uſu- 


ally ſubſiſts between neighbours in towns, and even 


cities of a leſſer extent, is for the moſt part induftri- 
_ ouſly avoided. They, whoſe houſes join, 'are often 


for that reaſon the greateſt ſtrangers to one another: 
and the poorer ſort of this great body of people, that 


is, the bulk of them, are known perhaps to few above 
their own rank befides thoſe who'employ them ; and 


to ſuch alſo they in effe& become unknown, as ſoon 
as they are diſcharged from their ſervice, or unable 
for any time to attend it. So that a poor man, when 
he is confined to his bed by a diſeaſe or a misfortune, 
18 ſhut up within the walls of his own obſcure lodg- 

"ws | ing, 
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ing, as in a deſart, where no man dwelleth to aid or 
comfort him. The rich and the compaſſionate ſur- 
round him on all ſides, and yet he may have no means 
of making his hard caſe known to them, or of ſatisfy- 


ing any one of them of the reality of it: for where 


there are ſo many impoſtors, every poor man, that is 


not known, is ſuſpected. On the other hand, thoſe 


that are moſt diligent in ſearching for the diſtreſſed, may 
not chance to find him, from that very circumſtance, 


which renders his diſtreſs moſt deplorable. Caſes of 
this ſort, are, I am afraid, more frequent than they 


Us thought to be, by thoſe who are too deeply en- 
gaged in the cares of buſineſs, or the purſuits of 


pleaſure, to have much acquaintance with the dwel- 
lings or hardſhips of the poor. For perhaps at this 


very time, whilſt J am pointing out to you the cala- 
mitous ſituation of the poor, numbers of them may 
lie languiſhing under ſickneſs and want, unrelieved, 


4 unregarded, and unnoticed, near the ſeats of eaſe 1 


luxury, within the weekly bills, which are, or ought 5 


to be to us, WOekiy lectures of mortality. 


Tan evil cleaves ſo F to the trade, the 
wealth, and the populouſneſs of Lox Do, and diffuſes 
itſelf ſo widely, and ſo obſcurely, amongſt the thouſands 
and ten thouſands that are continually drawn into this 
common center of buſineſs and employment, that all 
the munificence of private charities, and the united 


aid of thoſe public hoſpitals, which adorn and ſerve 
this great city, have not been able to furniſh out an 


adequate remedy. — 
2a © : Bur 
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Bur the LON DON-HOSPIT AL his, þ par- 
ticularly planned to anſwer this end; and, upon that 


.account, not being appropriated, as other hoſpitals 
are, to ſpecial claſſes of patients, hath now for many 
years been held forth as a general aſylum for the poor, 
whenever diſtreſs, which to them is the neceffary at- 
tendant of ſickneſs, overtakes or over. powers them. 


| Sven a ſupplemental houſe of medicine for the 


reception of the poor is, in a chriſtian ſenſe,” a new- - 
created fund for the convenience of the rich : a fund, 
in which they may, with full ſecurity, veſt any por- 
tion of their ſubſtance ; for whatever is here lodged, 
will certainly be applied to the eaſe and comfort of 
thoſe, who have the juſteſt claim to it; and it will re- 
turn again, after many days, with an accumulated; in- 
tereſt, into the boſom of the tender-hearted lender. 
For the ſcripture, in a familiar alluſion to the pruden- 


tial caution men take in tranſacting matters of pro- 


perty with one another, repreſents God himſelf as a 
ſtanding ſurety for the poor, to make good the loan 
of charity: He that bath pity upon the Poor, lendeth to 
the Lord; and look what he layeth out, it ſhall be en ; 


him again. 


IT is not my RY IT INE HAY dong I: am bine by the 5 


occaſion, and led by the ſubject, to enter into the 
praiſes of thoſe, to whoſe prudent management and 

exact economy this hoſpital is ſo much indebted. 
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Their works praiſe huts; and that perhaps is. the 
only praiſe, which would not offend them, I ſhall alſo 


decline giving any invidious preference to the hoſpital, |: 
for whoſe benefit this diſcourſe was more immediately 
deſigned ; for by the whole drift of it, I have ende. 


voured not to enlarge upon the ſuperior excellency of 


any ſingle infirmary, but to mark out to you the di- 
ftinguifhing character of this branch of charity, and to 
make you ſenſible of what importance that religious 
application of it is, which will raiſe it to the higheſt 


Rate of! improvement. 


Trose who deſire, and 1 to be ſatisfted 1 in that 
which is the moſt material article of enquiry, vis. 


| What good the LONDON-HOSPIFAL hath in 


fact done, and continues to do, may obtain the fulleſt 

ſatisfaction upon the cleareſt grounds, by conſulting 
the annual accompts. Known facts, the dreſs in which 
truth is ſeen to moſt advantage, have in them a force 
of perſuaſion, which no words can reach without their 


concurrence : and the facts ſtated in thoſe accompts 


are of ſuch a nature, that they muſt ſtrike the mind - 
of each benefactor with a moſt pleaſing ſenſation ; 
becauſe they furniſh an undoubted evidence of the ſuc- 


| ceſs, with which his humanity hath been attended. 


wi hey will alſo acquaint you with one circumſtance of 
the hoſpital, very neceſſary to be thus laid before the 
public; that the fund of it is too ſcanty to anſwer 
the ſupplications of the wretched, or the wiſhes of 


the compaſſionate. But the city, to Whoſe uſe and. 
T — pb RE | ſerviee 
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ſervice this hoſpital is particularly Jedicated, will inci 


I truſt, ſuffer this obſtruction to confine the opera- 

tions of ſo beneficial a ſcheme, when it is in the power 

of ſo many good men to remove the reſtraint, and 
give a free courſe to the charity. 


Bur though 1 bak referred you to the accounts. 


_ themſelves, for a minute and full information of the 
Nate of the LONDON-HOSPITAL, I have tran- 


{ſcribed from them one paragraph at large, becauſe it 
demonſtrates, that charity is there adminiſtered upon 


| that plan of religious inſtruction, which 1 have been 
e to inculcate. ets 


„A CLERGYMAN. of the church of England TAY : 
| prayers every day, and preaches every Sunday, and 
© reads prayers. morning and afternoon ; adminiſters 
the ſacrament regularly every month, and is ready 
to viſit, pray by, and adminiſter the ſacrament at all 
times, when required, to the Patients of the ward, * 


Now for the juſt praiſe ad encouragement of ſuch 


= of my brethren as chearfully dedicate a large part of 
their time, to the comfort and inſtruction of their 

1 fellow-chriſtians, in this hour of diſtreſs, this ſeaſon 
of moral diſcipline and improvement, permit me here 
to obſerve to you, that notwithſtanding other labours 


in the word and doctrine of Chriſt, being exerciſed in 


a more extenſive public ſcene, may obtain and deſerve 
| from x men a more e ſplendid reward, and a more ge- 


neral 
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neral 8 there are no endeavours, kind will 
gratify the- chriſtian labourer with a more ſolid laſting 
ſatisfaction, than that of which I am now ſpeaking : 
for there are few inſtances of the miniſterial office 


more neceſſary, or more likely to produce their proper 
fruits. And I have good reaſon to be perſuaded, that 


the diligent miniſter of the ſick, whoſe office it is in 
the LONDON-HOSPITAL, to diſpenſe this re- 


ligious branch of the charity, doth, by a conſcientious 

diſcharge of his duty, reap this ſatisfaction: nor can 1 
doubt, but that he looks upon the happy effects of 

his labours, as the moſt valuable part of his recom- 


| pence for attending upon the poor patients, whilſt he 


obſerves them, with hearts full of gratitude, defirous 
to be taught and exhorted by him, to make a right 


uſe of that health and ſtrength, which, by the bleſſing 


- of God, this medicinal nou of "NNN; hath e 
| : to them, | | | 


From the paragraph I have juſt quoted G the 


1 pn accounts, it is evident, how religion ſtands in- 


— 


corporated into the very plan, upon which the 


LONDON HOSPITAL was formed. And I ſhould 


not do juſtice to my ſubject, if I omitted to take ſpecial 


notice of another admirable regulation in this charity: 


for it is a regulation, which ſhews, that thoſe who | 
projected and ſettled the plan of it, carefully weighed 


the ſeveral caſes of diſtreſs; and with all the tender- 
neſs of compaſſion, made a proviſion for reaching out 


immediate relief to ſuch of them, as would admit of 


no 
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any human ſagacity, or prevented by any human care, 
that the moſt dreadful calamities often overwhelm us 
at once, when we thought ourſelves fartheſt removed 


man's life, when he may not be ſtruck and cruſhed 
by one or other of them; and from a ſound and vi- 
gorous ſtate of body, become a helpleſs cripple, " -; 8h 
| Oy: carcaſe, | 


employment is ſubject, more or leſs, to peculiar acci- 
dents of its own. Hence it is that the variety of 
: profeſſions and trades, which are followed by the buſy 
multitudes of this metropolis, produce almoſt every. 
day a ſhocking variety of accidents; which, when 
they diſable the induſtrious labourer, deprive perhaps 
a whole family at once of the labour that fed and 
cloathed them. es =o | 


| but that melancholy one which they bring with them; 
nor could humanity dictate a more effectual proviſion 


— —_ 


no a Al accidents, whether robe AP 
e or not, are received at any hour of the day or 
I night. | 
Now it is from theſe caſual events, which lie too 
deeply concealed in their cauſes, to be foreſeen by -. 


from danger. There is not a ſingle moment in any 


Bur beſides thoſe N accidents, to which 
we are all equally expoſed, every profeſſion, trade, or 


| Casrs of this ſort can want no recommendation, 


than 5 
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| thank 4s: lers ide for their receiving help as ſoon. as 


they can apply for it. 


Iris ep a 1 exactly correſpondent to the 
original deſign of the LONDON- HOSPITAL, 


and the ſituation of thoſe, from whoſe contributions 


it derives ſo large a ſhare of the liberality, by which it 


is maintained. For this readineſs, this ſolicitude to 


pour balm i into the wounds of the ſeafaring man, the 


mechanic, or the hired workman, doth in an eminent 
degree become and adorn the character of a merchant, 
| whoſe riches are and muſt be acquired from the ha- 
zards which the poor run in his ſervice. Indeed bis 
riches, even after he is in poſſeſſion of them, are till 
at the mercy of accidents peculiar to merchants; and 
can no more be preſerved, than they could have been 
acquired, without the ſpecial bleſſing of providence, 


and the protection of the fupreme ruler of all things, 


who maketh even winds and florms fu 2 bis word, _ 
and ſteadily directs the moſt caſual events with un- . 


erring wiſdom and * goodneſs. 


Tun precarious wealth of this world ſo applied to 


_ Chriſtian purpoſes upon chriſtian principles, will en- 
title the poſſeſſor of it to treaſures in heaven, of which 
no accidents can rob him. Of theſe treaſures he will 

have the full enjoyment, when the preſent diſtinctions 

between rich and poor, are to be done away: and 
when even compaſſion, which, in this vale of ſorrow, 


is one of the moſt neceſſary and RG affections of 
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our common nature, having no longer any objects to 
pity or relieve, in a ſtate where all are happy, will be 

for ever reſolved back again into that univerſal bene- 
volence from whence it flows. 


? 


| To conclude; an apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
VB "Babs as he was moved by the Spirit of God, hath ex- 
preſsly aſſured us, that before the wonderful ſcheme 
of our redemption through Chriſt is finally cloſed, | 
is corruptible body of ours will put on incorruption, 
is mortal will be clathed with immortality, and be- 
come a fit tabernacle for an immortal ſpirit to dwell 
Is. Wherefore 1 beſeech you, my beloved brethren, 
abound ever more and more in works of mercy, to 
the bodies and ſouls of men: In ſuch you faithfully 
copy the example, and fulfil the law of "Chriſt. By 
ſuch you make. your calling and election ſure, and 
will eſtabliſhy your claim Zo theſe exceeding great and 


precious promifes of the Sabel when death Afelf 1 is 
ase wen up in vidtory. 
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